
New Survey: U.S. Voters Understand the Vital Role
Public Health Plays in their Community.

of voters believe 
public health plays 
an important role 
in the health of 
their community.

FOUR 
PROTECTIONS 
RESONATE 
MOST 
STRONGLY 
WITH VOTERS
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PROTECTS AGAINST COMMUNICABLE DISEASE

LEADS THE RESPONSE TO AN EMERGENCY

SUPPORTS CHILD AND MATERNAL HEALTH

PROTECTS AIR AND WATER QUALITY

Support for specific services

The de Beaumont Foundation commissioned Public Opinion Strategies to 
conduct a national public opinion poll of 1,000 registered voters, with a special 
focus on rural Americans, from August 31 to September 7, 2018 the poll 
covered perceptions of community health and well-being, the role that public 
health plays, and the services public health departments provide communities. 

The de Beaumont Foundation advances policy, builds partnerships, 
and strengthens public health to create communities where people 
can achieve their best possible health. 
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Two in three Americans believe every community 
should enjoy basic public health protections. 

85% 75% 71%72%78% 74% 53%55% 51%

8.2

8.0

7.9

7.8

1 IN 5 VOTERS ARE SOFTER IN THEIR SUPPORT
FOR PUBLIC HEALTH

LESS SUPPORTIVE VOTERS
� Men
� Republicans

 

  

� Aged 18-54
� College-educated

� “Lean” Democrats
� Wealthy

 

 

 

 

AMERICANS SUPPORT PUBLIC HEALTH

Overall support for public health (6.7)

STRONG SUPPORTERS

� White
� Fathers

deBeaumont.org

89%

1 IN 5


