
The Growth of the Undergraduate   
Public Health Major

1992 – 2012

Increase in Number 
of Schools Offering 

Undergrad PH Degrees 
In 1992, 45 institutions awarded 

undergraduate public health degrees with 
an average of 17 degrees per institution 

(median 15, max 63). By 2012, 176 
institutions awarded undergraduate public 

health degrees with an average of 37  
degree conferrals per institution.

Public Health is now 
one of the fastest 
growing major s 

The number of public health conferrals increased 
from 759 in 1992 to 1,469 in 2004. The number of 

public health conferrals increased to 6,464 by 2012.

Increase/ Growth 
Between 1992 and 2012, among mid-sized and larger 

undergraduate programs  (i.e., with at least 1,000 
degrees awarded nationally in 2012 and 1 or more 

degree awarded in 1992, n=151), Public Health ranked 
as the ninth fastest-growing category.

Representation  
in Public Health

Women and Diversity 

Women had greater representation in public health 
programs compared to the overall undergraduate 
student body in the U.S. Between 1992 and 2012,  
the proportion of women earning undergraduate 

public health degrees increased from 61% to 78%,  
a 29% increase, compared to a 6% increase in  

the proportion of women earning undergraduate 
degrees overall in the U.S.

Diversity 
Undergraduates receiving degrees in 
public health were also more diverse 

than undergraduates overall, with 
increases in both Asian and Pacific 
Islander graduates (up to 12% from  

5% in 2003) and Hispanic graduates 
(up to 9% from 6% in 2003).

Characteristics  
of Schools

In 2012, 73% of students receiving 
undergraduate degrees in public health 
attended a college or university located 

in a city. Seventy five percent of students 
graduated from public institutions, 18% from 
private not-for-profit institutions, and 6% in 

private for-profit institutions.

Fewer than 1 in 10 of these graduates  
are applying to medical school or an 
advanced degree in public health.*  

So the questions remains: where do  
these public health alumni end up?
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS, 1992-2012
*Source: SOPHAS Applicant Data, 2012 American Association of Medical Colleges Applicant and Matriculant File, 1992-2012


